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was wrought in this way. The Commissioners had to
receive deputations from the municipal authorities in
many of the towns through which we passed. Each
deputation came in due form, headed by the Mayor or
the Chairman of the Town Commissioners, or some other
representative of the local community. Captain Robin-
son received each deputation with a bland and deferen-
tial grace, which was quite touching to behold. He
listened with an air of gravity and attention to all the
representations which the visitors desired to make; he
encouraged, and even invited, further expressions of
opinion, and drew out some hitherto silent member by
appealing to him for an exposition of his own personal
views. When all the deputation desired to say had
been said, Captain Bobmson, in a few sentences of elo-
quent gravity, assured his visitors that the Commission-
ers had taken due account of all their representations,
that the Government should be made fully acquainted
with the wants and wishes of so important a locality,
and that the Commissioners would not fail to impress
upon Her Majesty's Ministers the necessity of giving
the promptest attention to the representations which the
Commissioners intended to present in the form of a re-
port Thereupon the deputation withdrew, evidently
delighted beyond measure by the grave and sympathetic
reception which the Commissioners, and more especially
the Chief Commissioner, had been kind enough, to give
to their appeal. Nothing could surely be more satisfac-
tory, more orderly, more dignified, more thoroughly offi-
cial But then, when the doors were closed, the Chief
Commissioner at once proceeded to favour his colleague
andhis Secretary with an extemporaneous imitation of the
voice, the accents, the gestures and the eloquent style,
of this, that, and the other member of the deputation.
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